CLAIMS 




1. A computerized active file system, comprising: 
a memory circuit for storing data; 

a communications port that is in communication with a network, said 
communications port being ccjnfigured to transmit and receive data over said network; 
and 

a processing circuit tHat is configured to control the flow of data between said 
memory circuit and said communications port; said processing circuit also being 
configured to control said memory circuit so as to operate as a file server; said 
processing circuit being further configured to automatically cause a notification 
message to be sent to said network upon the occurrence of at least one predetermined 
triggering event pertaining/to the operation of said file server, wherein said at least 
one predetermined triggering event and its associated type and content of automatic 



notification message are 
computer program routine 



configurable under the control of an auto-notification 
residing on said computerized active file system. 



2. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, wherein said at 
least one predetermined triggering event and said associated automatic notification 
messages are configurable by a systems administrator. 



3. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
associated automatic notification messages are transmitted over said network by use 
of one of: (a) E-mail message technology, and (b) a predetermined rules-based 
function. 



4. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
memory circuit comprises random access memory (RAM) and a hard disk drive. 
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5. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 4, wherein said file 
server comprises: (1) said hard disk drive, (2) said RAM, and (3) control software that 
stores and retrieves groupings of data organized as individual files onto and from said 
hard disk drive, while utilizing said RAM for temporary storage of data that make up 
portions of said files or entire said files. 

6. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, fiirther 
compriising: a database that contains information relating to said at least one 
predetermined triggering event and its associated type of automatic notification 
message. 

7. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, fiuther 
comprising: a web server that is in communication with one of a Local Area Network, 
a Wide Area Network, and a global set of networks interconnected with routers. 

8. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 7, fiirther 
comprising: at least one user that is in communication with said one of a Local Area 
Network, a Wide Area Network, and a global set of networks interconnected with 
routers; said at least one user having a computer platform that contains browser 
software and graphical user interface software. 

9. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 8, wherein said 
associated automatic notification messages are transmitted over said network to 
predetermined of said at least one user by use of one of: (a) E-mail message 
technology, and (b) a predetermined rules-based ftmction. 

10. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, fiirther 
comprising: (1) an authentication ftinction, (2) an access rights function, (3) a user 
management fiinction, (4) a group management fiinction, (5) a modules management 
ftmction, and (6) an objects management fiinction. 
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11. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 10, further 
comprising: a function that imports users and groups fi-om other computer systems. 

12. The computerized active file system as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
triggering event comprises one of said file server granting access to: (1) read a file, 
(2) write a file, (3) read/write a file, (4) download a file, and (5) upload a file. 




A method for <)perating a computerized active file system, comprising: 
/ providing a file server having a memory circuit for storing data, a 
copimunications port for transmitting and receiving data over a network, and a 
processing circuit that coi trols the flow of data between said memory circuit and said 
5 communications port, said file server treating predetermined data groups as single file 

entities; and 

automatically causing a notification message to be sent to said network upon 
the occurrence of at least one predetermined triggering event pertaining to the 
operation of said file server, wherein said at least one predetermined triggering event 
10 and its associated type and content of automatic notification message are configurable 

under the control of an a ato-notification computer program routine residing on said 
computerized active file system. 

14. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: configuring, by a 
systems administrator, said at least one predetermined triggering event and said 
associated automatic notification messages. 

15. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein said at least one predetermined 
triggering event comprises a complex event. 



16. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: storing in a 
database information relating to said at least one predetermined triggering event and 
its associated type of automatic notification message. 
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17. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: transmitting over 
said network said associated automatic notification messages by use of one of: (a) E- 
mail message technology, and (b) a predetermined rules-based function. 

18. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein said automatic notification 
message comprises a complex action. 

19. The method as recited in claim 18, wherein said complex action comprises 
launching an application program. 

20. The method as recited in claim 19, wherein said application program is 
launched for a user that is in communication with said file server over a Local Area 
Network, said user having a computer platform that contains browser software and 
graphical user interface software. 

21. The method as recited in claim 17, further comprising: providing a web 
server that is in communication with said file server and one of a Local Area 
Network, a Wide Area Network, and a global set of networks interconnected with 
routers; providing at least one user that is in communication with said one of a Local 
Area Network, a Wide Area Network, and a global set of networks interconnected 
with routers; said at least one user having a computer platform that contains browser 
software and graphical user interface software; and upon the occurrence of one of said 
automatic notification messages, a link contained within said automatic notification 
message opens said at least one user's browser software and takes the user to a folder 
or object that was just triggered. 

22. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein a distribution of said automatic 
notification messages is determined by: (1) a type of said at least one predetermined 
triggering event, and (2) a predetermined set of said at least one user, as per a group 
definition. 
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23. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: (1) providing at 
least two users that are in communication with said file server over said network; and 
(2) storing more than one single file under an identical virtual filename as presented 
to said at least two users as a Display Name, while storing said more than one single 
file under unique actual filenames in a Files Table contained within said memory 
circuit along with a link to a location of said more than one single file in a virtual 
folder, wherein said location is based upon: (a) a setting in a database and (b) a 
usemame of the virtual folder where the file is being uploaded to with said file server. 

24. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: (1) an 
authentication function, (2) an access rights function, (3) a user management function, 
(4) a group management function, (5) a modules management function, and (6) an 
objects management function. 

25. The method as recited in claim 24, further comprising: importing users and 
groups from other computer systems. 

26. The method as recited in claim 24, further comprising: controlling a 
plurality of objects by use of said modules management function and said objects 
management function, wherein said plurality of objects each comprises one of: a file, 
calendar, contact, report, and E-mail message. 

27. The method as recited in claim 24, further comprising: controlling, by use 
of said access rights function, a user's rights to read, write, or read/write a file being 
downloaded fi-om or uploaded to said file server. 

28. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein said triggering event comprises 
one of said file server granting access to: (1) read a file, (2) write a file, (3) read/write 
a file, (4) download a file, and (5) upload a file. 
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29. The method as recited in claim 13, further comprising: seamlessly 
encrypting data while uploading a file to said file server. 

30. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein said file server operations run 
on top of another architecture that also runs on said processing circuit. 

31. The method as recited in claim 13, wherein a system for tracking bugs and 
fixes runs on top of said file server operations, also on said processing circuit. 

32. A computerized active virtual file system, comprising: 
a memory circuit for st3ring data; 

a conmiunications pojt that is in communication with a network, said 
communications port being cor figured to transmit and receive data over said network; 
and 

a processing circuit that is configured to control the flow of data between said 
memory circuit and said communications port; said processing circuit also being 
configured to control said rpemory circuit so as to operate as a file server; said 
processing circuit being fuifther configured to control the access rights over said 
network of a plurality of use s to files stored on, or uploaded to, said file server, while 
providing an automatic notif cation message to predetermined of said plurality of users 
over said network when a triggering event occurs pertaining to the operation of said 
file server. 

33. The computerized active virtual file system as recited in claim 32, wherein 
said triggering event comprises one of said file server granting access to: (1) read a 
file, (2) write a file, (3) read/write a file, (4) download a file, and (5) upload a file. 

34. The computerized active virtual file system as recited in claim 32, wherein 
said at least one triggering event and its associated type and content of automatic 
notification message are configurable under the control of an auto-notification 
computer program routine residing on said computerized active virtual file system. 
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35. The computerized active virtual file system as recited in claim 32, wherein 
said at least one triggering event and its associated type and content of automatic 
notification message are sent via an E-mail message to virtually immediately notify 
said predetermined users who are currently logged-on of appropriate site activity at 
said file server, wherein others of said predetermined users are notified upon their next 
login session. 
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